St. James’ E-pistle
June 24, 2016

Pulpit Notes
Brothers and Sisters:
I would like to have a serious conversation with you about attendance.
I had to report to the Vestry this week that attendance this Spring has been the lowest it has
been in my nearly 19 years at St. James'. This drop in attendance was almost entirely at the
10:00 AM service. In fact, the 8:00 AM service has seen some mild growth (though not due to
10:00 AM worshipers moving to 8:00 AM).
Let me throw a couple of numbers at you and then ask for your help in understanding:
Here is average attendance at the 10:00 AM service over the same four-week period (starting
on Memorial Day weekend) for the past five years:
2012 - 73; 2013 - 55; 2014 - 44; 2015 - 67; 2016 - 41.
Even the worst year prior to this had an average attendance of 14 higher than this year. In
fact, three of the past four Sundays saw 10:00 AM attendance in the 30s.
Why is this important? Does it really matter if we come to church or come regularly?
To answer that, we have to remember that our faith is all about relationship. When young
couples come to be married, one of the first things we talk about is maintaining the
relationship over the years, when it's hard, when it's boring, when you just get too busy. It
takes work and intention. You have to force yourself to have meals together sometimes. You
have to work to remember date night (which is crucial!). You have to be together if you are in
a relationship.
The same is true for Church. We are not designed to be a club or a sports team that you fit in
whenever it's convenient. We are by design a family in the strictest sense of the word. We do
not always get along, we get busy, but we hold ourselves together by our common bond of love
through our common parent - God.
And like any family, we are stronger and more complete when we do come together. The more
often, the better. We come together to be in the presence - to bask in the presence - of our
God who dotes on us. We share a family meal together. We tell our family story and ponder
it. But without regularity, things fall apart. That's just the way humans are.
Given the importance of togetherness, what do you think is happening? What has led to such
a dramatic drop off of our family gathering?
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I shared this sobering realization with the Vestry, and they suggested a survey to find out
what's going on. A more formal survey may be appropriate in time, but for now let me ask you
to simply give your opinion. Especially if you have not been here in a while or you find
yourself coming less often.
It may be a great time for all of us to pause and reflect: what does the church need to change
(music, preaching, coffee)? What is getting between me and time with my family of God?
Whatever the stumbling blocks, it's been my experience that a family that chooses to face them
head on often finds they can use those very stumbling blocks as steps to a newer, better,
stronger bond. And so I ask to hear from you with hope and faith. Let take that step up
together.
Grace and Peace,
Chuck+
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The News of the Church
Field Trip Rhinebeck Jewish Center: St. James' Bible Study group invites you to join
them on a "Field Trip" to the Rhinebeck Jewish Center which was recently featured in the
Northern Dutchess News. We will visit with Rabbi Hecht, view their new windows, and in
general enjoy the company of fellow children of God from a different tradition. The date for
this trip is Thursday, July 21, leaving St. James' parking lot at 10:30 AM. Please let Fr. Chuck
know if you would like to join us!
St. James' VBS needs you!
If you are interested in helping out with a weekend VBS program this summer, please contact
Valerie Gaulin at vgaulin51@gmail.com.
Depending on how many volunteers we get, we'll plan a Friday night, Saturday and Sunday
morning VBS program sometime over the summer, where the kids can come and learn about
God and Jesus in a fun interactive way!
If you are interested in helping, please send me an email letting me know what weeks you can
or cannot do and how you might be able to help
Remember Your Pledge this Summer: Each summer we send out a reminder to keep the
church in your sights during those long hot days. This is true not only for attendance and
prayers but for pledging. Thanks!
Parish Picnic: It's been a long time since we've had a good old fashioned Parish Picnic, but
one is in the works now! Mark your calendars for Sunday, August 28. More details to come,
but start practicing your grilling!
Join the Churchyard Committee! Our churchyard committee wants you. The committee
oversees one of the most historic graveyards in the region, and is responsible for making sure
it is kept up. It handles the sale and digging of graves as well. If you value our churchyard and
want it to continue to be a source of comfort whose loved ones rest here as well as historical
interest to those who visit, please join our committee. If you're interested, you can contact
Carol Vinall at vinehall3@aol.com.
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The News of the Diocese
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: Please pray for these diocesan ministries this week. If you want
to check out the entire year’s calendar for intercession, it’s simple to find - go to
http://www.dioceseny.org and click under “Beliefs and Practices.”
June
26
St. Ann’s Church, Bronx
Also:
Muslim Holy Day: Laylat al-Qadr (Also, July 2)
27
Trinity Church, Garnerville
28
Church of St. Martin’s and St. Luke’s, Manhattan
29
St. Paul’s Church, Poughkeepsie
30
Blanton-Peale Institute and Counseling Center
July
1
Diocesan Reparations Committee
2
All Companion Parish Relationships Worldwide
Join The Worship Walks: A Holy Hike, a 2-Hour Pilgrimage …. Whatever you want to call
it, On Saturday, July 2, Fr. Chuck will lead the Worship Walk. This week's walk will take place
at the Vanderbilt Loop. If you have any questions about this short and simple Trek with the
Trinity, please see Fr. Chuck.
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Episcopal Election Toolkit Available: It is the official position of the Episcopal Church
to encourage all eligible members to vote in every election. We see it not only as part of our
civic duty but as part of our collective life of faith. If we are not engaged in the community,
then we are withdrawn - which is not the example our Lord showed.
To encourage enthusiastic and informed participation in the election process, the Episcopal
Church has published an Election "Toolkit" with information such as what representatives are
up for election, who your officials are, and what the issues of the day are. It includes the
Episcopal Church's official position on several issues, which may be helpful in your
deliberations.
The most important thing in the church's eyes, however, is that we all go out and vote! Here's
a link to the "Toolkit":
http://advocacy.episcopalchurch.org/episcopal/EpiscopaliansVote
Spiritual / educational websites to deepen your faith:
•
Acts 8 Movement
•
GrowChristians
•
Episcopal Cafe (a favorite)
•
The Slate Project (not affiliated with Slate magazine)
•
Virtual Abbey
•
Second Life Church (gives you a virtual church experience if you're
into that sort of thing. Fun to look at maybe).
•
Inward/Outward (daily meditations sent to your e-mail)
Praying For Peace Everywhere:
Let us continue to light a candle for peace in the Holy Land - and everywhere. Prayer is our
most potent antidote to hatred.
1.

Candle for Peace

Please also light a candle on Fridays - holy to both faiths - for Peace
Let us Light Candles for Peace
Two mothers, one plea:
Now, more than ever, during these days of so much crying,
on the day that is sacred to both our religions, Friday, Sabbath Eve
Let us light a candle in every home - for peace:
A candle to illuminate our future, face to face,
A candle across borders, beyond fear.
From our family homes and houses of worship
Let us light each other up,
Let these candles be a lighthouse to our spirit
Until we all arrive at the sanctuary of peace.
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2.

The Mothers Prayer:

God of Life:
You who heals the broken hearted, binding up our wounds.
Please hear this prayer of mothers.
You did not create us to kill each other
Nor to live in fear or rage or hatred in your world. You created us so that we allow each other
to sustain Your Name in this world:
Your name is Life, your name is Peace.
For these I weep, my eye sheds water:
For our children crying in the night,
For parents holding infants, despair and darkness in their hearts.
For a gate that is closing – who will rise to open it before the day is gone?
With my tears and with my constant prayers, With the tears of all women deeply pained at
these harsh times
I raise my hands to you in supplication: Please God have mercy on us.
Hear our voice that we not despair That we will witness life with each other, That we have
mercy one for another, That we share sorrow one with the other, That we hope, together, one
for another.
Inscribe our lives in the book of Life
For Your sake, our God of Life Let us choose Life.
For You are Peace, Your world is Peace and all that is Yours is Peace,
May this be your will
And let us say Amen.
Sheikha Ibtisam Mahameed and Rabba Tamar Elad-Appelbaum
English Translation Amichai Lau-Lavie
Please keep the following people in your prayers:
Ruth Blanding, John Bohlmann, Helen Braun, Susie Buhalis, Mariel
Carter, Joann Clark, Michael Day, Dee, Dottie Drake, Ross Eames, Jr.,
Linkin Ewalt, Steven Foote, Heather Francese, Jack Gordy, Robert
Guariglia, Harold Hall, Dalton K., Edie Kline, Ashley Konyn, Rosemary
Leuken, Joanne Lynn, Doris Mack, Gordon Mackenzie, Virginia
Mackenzie, Andrew Mendelson, Rev. Tim Millard, Charles Pardee
(husband of Sally), Clifford Plass, Grace Plass, Linda Plass, Deborah
Porach, John Robinson, Rob Robinson (brother of Mary Gabel), John
Ross, Richard Secor, James Sheeky, Naomi Sleight, Marguerite Spratt,
Janice Syedullah, Tracy, Candace Vincent, Cassidy Way, Cliff Wells and
Shawn Wheeler.
Pray for the repose of the soul of Alan Mueser.
Pray for our high school graduates: Bryana Burkhardt
and Dalton Slegel
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Schedules
A Note about Schedules: The names you see below are those listed on their respective
schedules. There are often times when, due to sickness or travel, substitutes are asked to fill
in or trade positions. This will probably NOT be reflected in the lists below—so, if there is an
inconsistency between what you see here and what you see on Sunday, that is alright.
Birthdays
(this past week):

Charles L. Pardee IV, Chris Mackenzie, David Triola and Suzanne
Schroeder

Birthdays
(this coming week):

Lucille Ogden

Acolytes:

June 26: Russell and John Beyer
July 3: Bryanna Burkhardt

Altar Guild:

June 26: Team Number I
July 3: Team Number I

8 a.m. Readers:

June 26: Debbie Belding and Jim Smyth
July 3: Lucille Ogden and Jim Smyth

10 a.m. Readers:

June 26: Donna Beyer and Justin Bohlmann
July 3: Patty Caswell and Wendy Urban-Mead

Ushers:

June 26: Donna and John Beyer
July 3: Dean Caswell and Austin Horn

Pledge Clerks:

June 26: Paul Littlefield and Dean Caswell
July 3: Doug Belding and Judy Douglass

Parish Cycle of Prayer:

June 26: Georgia Verven; Laura Walsh
July 3: Brian, Joanna, Julianna and Matthew Zocchi; Eric and
Tammy Zavadil

Coffee Hour Hosts:

June 26: Saira Shahani; Brian Rance
July 3: No Coffee Hour

This Week’s Lectionary
1 Kings 19:15-16,19-21
Psalm 16
Galatians 5:1,13-25
Luke 9:51-62
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NOTE: Audio recordings of some sermons are now available on
St. James' website, www.stjameshydepark.org Look under "Worship"

Sermon Preached on
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
(June 19, 2016)
"Father of All"
If I am a little bleary-eyed, forgive me. Our son went out with friends and did not return until
1:00 AM. Now, he's a college student, so you have to expect these things. And when he's away
at college, I have no idea how late he gets home or what he's doing. But when he's here, well,
we worry. That's what being a parent is about.
And what a perfect day for it because of course, it's Father’s Day. So, did you think about your
dad today? If he's alive, did you get him a card or a call? Are you cooking out?
Just like we did last month with Mother’s Day, it's good to remember your parents who help you
become the smart, charming person you are today. Right?
But you know, the day is also great for Fathers (as it was last month for Mothers) to think about
what they're doing as parents. To think about what it means to be a parent. Because to become
a parent -- whew -- that's no light thing.
You give up the right to sleep. My mother says she still worries. You have to move slower so
your kids can keep up - and then all the sudden you can't keep up. You have to guide them and
hope you're not messing it up. You have to let them make mistakes and, yes, put themselves in
danger.
I don't know how often I watched my son climb a tree, getting a hundred feet up till the tree just
starts to bend - always with my heart in my throat. I don’t know how many times we've taken
one or the other to doctor for a broken bone, a sprain, a torn this or that…
But you know, then you look at that baby, or that precocious child, or that brilliant and kind
young man or woman, and you have this incredible love that makes everything right with the
world.
And it was when I became a father that I finally understood why we call God "Father." Mother
works, too, because God has no limits, but it's Father’s Day, so….
It was the first time I looked at my infant son and understood - wow - if God loves us half as
much as I love this kid - this is a God I want to be with.
And I do believe the term "Father" for God - Parent if you will - is well chosen. That's why Jesus
refers to God as Father so often - that's the kind of love God has for us. And what kind of father
is God?
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Well, our lessons speak to fatherhood and God pretty well. Sure, you may not think of Elijah as
Father’s Day material, but think of this. Elijah is on the run from King Ahab who wants to kill
him. Elijah climbs up to the mountain and screams at God: "I do what you want, and this is
what I get? Answer me!" Then, there is a horrible wind storm, strong enough to split
mountains. But the voice of God is not there. Following that is a raging fire. But the voice of
God isn't there. There's an earthquake, but no voice of God. Finally, there is silence - and a still
small voice speaks.
As a parent, one of the things I've learned is that yelling and screaming never works. It'll terrify
your kids, but it won't get the results you want (unless you like terrified kids). I also learned
that being the biggest and best at everything doesn't really mean all that much. Rather, often
what a kid needs is a quiet, calm presence. It's in the calm, "Let's consider what just happened
here," that lessons are learned and love is grown.
Same is true for God. Sometimes, like any parent, the best lessons are learned in silence or in
quiet. All we have to do is listen.
Or how about our Gospel. I know, pigs and demons aren't really what the dads had in mind
today. BUT, think of what is going on. Jesus encounters a sick man - whatever the demon was,
it's bad. The demons say, "Send us into those pigs over there and not into the abyss." Jesus
does so, and the pigs immediately drown themselves.
Now, the swineherds run away when they see this, and they're afraid. But afraid of what? In all
the healings that Jesus performs in the gospels, where else are people afraid of him? Annoyed
sometimes, sure, but afraid? So, what are they afraid of?
Well, these pigs are their business. They've just lost 5,000 pigs, which is a lot of money. Does
it matter to them that they have regained the health of one man when they've lost money?
But to God, the one man is more important that the money. To a parent, you know that if your
child is sick, you will give what it takes to heal that child. The love you share is greater than all
the money in the world.
And here's where Paul's letter to the Galatians comes in. Now, this letter is not his most cheerful.
Frankly, he's angry at the Galatians. But then he says, "You are all children of God...There is no
longer Jew or Greek." We are all children of God. We are all loved insanely by God. Conversely,
God is father to us all. And if you ever had brothers or sisters - or if you're a parent with more
than one child, you know this question will inevitably come up: "Who do you love more?"
Parents, you know the answer: I love you all equally because you're all different but wonderful.
Hard enough to imagine with a few kids - God's got 7 billion. But that's just more family to love.
Love doesn't diminish when it's given - it grows.
So Happy Father's Day. If you're a dad, remember what it's like to love someone so much. And
then remember that that's God, who is the Father of us all. Amen.
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